The Impact of Pesticides on Public Health 

      Pesticides are well known to have had both profound positive and, at

times, adverse impacts on public health.   The Agency for Toxic Substances

and Disease Registry (ATSDR) mission to prevent exposure and adverse health

effects to hazardous substances has involved four major roles in public

health.  They are:

1) the scientific evaluation of hazardous substances, including the development of toxicological profiles and Minimal Risk Levels (MRLs)

2) the evaluation of hazardous waste sites and incidents, including emergency responses, consultations and assessments

3) providing community and health professional education, and 4) conducting health studies at these sites. To illustrate the impact that pesticides, one of the more ubiquitous groups of hazardous substances, have had on public health, six different examples of ATSDR's involvement are reviewed.  

